The By-Town Lo-Down

	The president “sez…”

As we plan our family get-togethers at this special time of year, I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of your chapter executive members, to wish you all a most happy and safe holiday season.  
All the best for good health, peace and happiness 
throughout 2011.
Chapter’s notes
· Many thanks to Val Roberts, Moe and Helene Dorvale, Lise Leroux and Diane Reinberger for helping out at Canada Post Place during the recent United Way campaign.  These By-town members took it in turns at lunchtime three times a week for a month, selling tickets for the Ottawa Senators hockey games and entertainment books.  Canada Post and your chapter appreciated your hard work.   

· Our Christmas party, which was to be held on December 10th, has been cancelled due to insufficient response from members.  Thanks go to Edna Dixon, Moe and Helene Dorval, Val Roberts, Georgette Patrice and Walter Terentiuk for the preliminary work on this event, which would have been held at the Holiday Inn in Kanata, complete with a four-course meal and entertainment.  If you had been planning to attend this party, but simply not gotten around to sending in your reservation and payment, please take note for next year to do this as early as possible!   
New kids on the block

               Joy Ifill      Danielle Lahaise     Joe Torre
A warm welcome to the chapter. We look forward to seeing you at future activities!


	Luncheons
The dates for chapter luncheons in the new year can be found below.  They will all be held at Robbie’s Spaghetti House on Walkley Road.  

January  6
February 3

March 3 – Step into Spring!

April 7 – Annual meeting
May 5

June 2 – Welcome Summer!
Join us regularly to catch up with long-time friends and colleagues and to be eligible for door prizes, raffles, and more (see below).

You may wish to check our website for updates before you set out to our luncheons, or feel free to contact our chapter office ahead of time to confirm details.

Bonanza Prize

Did you know that simply posting on our website makes you eligible for a special prize or prizes drawn at our monthly luncheons (you must be on hand to collect prizes).  The winner of our very first Bonanza Prize was Eileen Lalonde, who walked away with a gift certificate from Future Shop.  Congrats, Eileen, and enjoy!



Ho Ho Ho!

It’s not too late to help answer Santa letters.  If you’re interested, please contact Val Roberts at 613-225-7519.  Val will provide your name and telephone number to the local Canada Post representative, who will contact you directly when bundles of letters from children are ready for pick-up at Santa Central, 2701 Riverside Drive.  (Stationery and instructions are included with the bundles.) 
Membership dues

Please help support your chapter so that we may continue to offer you opportunities to enjoy fun get-togethers with long-time friends and former colleagues.  This year, we enjoyed our annual golf tournament and a day trip to Hudson, Quebec, and of course our regular luncheons.  Attendees are always very enthusiastic about these events. 

Membership dues for 2011 are due now.
We are counting on your support.
Please make out your cheque for $15 to ‘By-Town Chapter’ and mail it to Lise Jette at 5 Imp du Chardonnay, Gatineau QC J9H 7P2.

Cause of Choice

Each year, By-Town Chapter chooses a worthy cause to raise funds for.  In the past, we have donated $1,000 each to the Hospice at May Court, Ottawa’s Seven Women’s Shelters, and Rogers House.  Funds were raised at chapter events like the annual golf tournament and with the kind donation of numerous items for our auction (see our website for a list of this year’s contributors and for pictures of this event).  Members also contribute generously at our monthly luncheons.  

In 2010, we committed to raising $1,000 for the Canada Post Foundation for Mental Health.  At this time, we are very close to meeting our target.

If you have ideas or suggestions for our next cause of choice, please let us know as soon as possible.

Suggestions welcome!

If you have ideas for outings next spring or summer that might be of interest to members, please don’t hesitate to contact any member of your chapter executive in person, via our website (click on Contact at top of page and leave a reply), or call the chapter office.
Moving? 

To update your address or to relay other information, please call the chapter office, or send an e-mail to By-Town Chapter President Bernie Dixon at royal3@sympatico.ca.
E-mail 

Allowing your chapter to contact you by e-mail helps us to save money and meet your information needs in a timely and efficient manner.  If you have an e-mail address – please – pass it along!  And if you receive this newsletter by mail, and you’ve already given us your e-mail address, it means we have it wrong.  Please take a few minutes to provide us with your correct address once again by e-mailing Lise Jette now at jette.lise@videotron.ca.
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